Tips & Tricks for Online Exposure

We live in a digital age. Many Americans receive and share news and information entirely
online, and for advocates to be successful, they must embrace the ever-changing digital
landscape.

Social media is the easiest and most effective way to get your message across. While there are
many social media channels, Twitter and Facebook remain the most dominant, especially for
direct advocacy.

Twitter allows users to share messages in 140 characters or less. While that might not seem like
a lot, the shortness of the messages forces information to be boiled down to the basics. As
such, news is spread very quickly via Twitter. Twitter also is a great place to connect with others
interested in your issues, including most state and national policymakers.

How Twitter Works
Twitter users post short messages, called tweets, which appear in the stream of their followers.

Those followers can reply to the tweets, or retweet them to share with their followers. The goal
is to post messages that quickly spread.

Twitter Tips:

e Tweet every day: Twitter is a communications channel, and you have to communicate
to be successful. Carve out a little time each day to tweet.

e Follow and engage: The easiest way to get people to follow you is to follow them. Be
sure to interact, too. If you have a thought about their tweet, reply to them. Come
across a post that hits home? Retweet it.

e Share links: You don’t need a bright new idea for every tweet. Twitter is a great place to
share interesting news stories — or links to advocacy campaigns you are taking part in.

e Pay attention to hashtags: Users often use hashtags to sort tweets on certain issues.
For example, #ProtectOurCare, #SaveACA and #ACA are currently being used in the
healthcare debate.

e Use photos when possible: Attaching a photo to a tweet helps it stand out in people’s
feeds.

e Tweet during events: Twitter is a great place to share news from conferences, rallies
and other gatherings. Don’t forget photos — and the official event hashtag!
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Sample Tweets

News link:

# T, UUJEC @UUJEC COM - Feb 21
5 / Introducing @CenterOnBudget Sabotage Watch — To Track Efforts to
==" Undermine the Affordable Care Act #ACA cbpp.org/blog/introduci...

thk UUJEC @UUJEC COM - Feb 21

t- > The Real Reason They Want to Pull the
Plug on #Obamacare
youtu.be/D6efP9u4yAU via @YouTube

The Real Reason Republicans Want to Pull the Plug...
IE REAL REAS! P 9

PUBI S WA What's the real reason Republicans want to repeal
PULL @ LuG Obamacare (The Affordable Care Act)? Watch our latest

BAMACAF oot

e Yyoutube.com

- % UUJEC @UUJEC COM - Feb 17
Kv ‘LJ Ex-Hill Staffers Put A Spin On The Tea Party Playbook In Anti-Trump

#Resistance Guide talkingpointsmemo.com/livewire/forme... via @TPM

A group of former congressional staffers has a message
for Democrats dismayed at Donald Trump's election: act
like the tea party.

talkingpointsmemo.com

Ex-Hill Staffers Put A Spin On The Tea Party Playbo...

Advocacy link (with photo):

7N UUJEC
&Yy -

Put your #UU values into action! Help fund the
#Reversinglnequality Campaign: faithify.org/?
p=517 via @FaithifyUU @UUA

Reversing Inequality Conference April 2017 | FAITHIFY

Reversing Inequality Conference April 3 — 5 2017 in Washington D.C. The Unitarian
Universalists for a Just Economic Community (UUJEC) and the Unitarian Universali...

/" UUJEC @UUJEC_COM - Feb 21
\ / #UU Member of #Congress @RepBera wants to hear from us about
=7 4ACA. Please share!

Congressman Ami Bera@® @R
How has the Affordable Care Act affected you and your
family? Take the survey: bit.ly/2igOsKX

era

Event tweet (with photo):

%, UUJEC @UUJE

#UU’s in #Congress'? Yes, please!

#Reversinglnequality Conference April 3-5.

Register today!

uujec. com/ReversmgInequ

Therefore: We remgnlze that the current economic order is unjust and does not,
accord full worth and dignity to all. We will stand with women, men and children af
diverse dm and race and orientation, particularly the exploited and dispossess: "

our common smlggle for ignity ¢ and equality. A5 65"

Unitarian Universalists for a Just Economic Community: Our Guiding Principles

WWW.UUJEC.COM
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Facebook

You might be more familiar with Facebook, which allows users to connect and share messages,
photos and other content. Like Twitter, your posts appear in the news feeds of your Facebook
friends, who can like, comment, or share your post with their friends.

Facebook posts widely vary, from links to news articles to lengthy posts on political on goings to
vacation photos. To break through the noise and get your advocacy message across on
Facebook, you have to be strategic.

Facebook Tips:

e Post Once a Day: Unlike Twitter, you don’t need to post multiple times a day to break
though. In fact, because Facebook posts stick around in people’s feeds, you don’t want to
post too often. Once a day is fine.

e Keep it Short: Although you have room to work with, keep in mind that people scroll through
their feeds quickly. The shorter your message is, the more likely it will be read.

e Use a Photo: As with Twitter, your post is more likely to be seen if there’s a picture to go
with it.

¢ Follow Like-Minded Organizations: Don’t just stick to friends. Facebook is home to many
organizations and groups that care about your issue. Pay attention to them and interact
when appropriate.

Sample Post: Advocacy Share

Sign the petition: “Right-to-Work”
T A K E Laws Lower Wages for All Working

People — Union and Nonunion Alike
ACTI o N Since the election, Republican lawmakers across the

N D w U.S. are pushing “right-to work” laws.

il Like B Comment #» Share 4

Modified with permission from “Agenda for Action Organizing Toolkit”
from The Alliance for American Manufacturing, 2015



